Introduction

Introduction to the Course Catalogue

The purpose of this Catalogue is to provide students with the information they need in order to choose the courses or
combination of coursemost suited to theiracademicinterestsand abilities. TheGeneral Guidance section
describes, ilmmore accessibleerms, theprocessesnd procedurewhich are formalised inthe Regulations. You

should pay particular attention to the information it provides about the procedure by which you adllideeinto

the courses you wish to take.

The mainbody ofthe Catalogue, the Programmessd Modules, provideinformation on how honourdegrees are
constructed and information about the modules which may or must be taken as part déginesgThis section of

the Catalogue is structured in relation to the modules and degree programmes which are offered by sixteen Schools in
the University. Each School entry contains:-

(@ a list of the Single Honours, Joint Honowarsd Interdisciplinarydegrees offered by the
School;

(i) the requirements for the programmes which lead to those degrees;

(iii)  details ofthe 3000, 400@nd, whereapplicable, 5000 Level modules, includitigeir
credit values.

Glossary of Commonly used Terms

20-point reporting scale.This is a scale from 1 to 2Msedfor recordingthe grade achieved ithe assessment
of a module. Pass grades are 5 — 20 and fail grades are 1 — 4.

Anti-requisite. Students will not be allowed tiake the module if thehavealready passed avish to take the
specified module (usually a closely related module).

Assessment. A brief statement of the distribution between continuassessmentand formal examination.

Availability. All 1000 and 2000 Level modulesand many Honours Level modulesre taught every year.
Availability will only be shown if the module is offered in only one of the two years of the Honours Programmes.

Certificate of Higher Education. Available to a student who haggined atleast 120creditsandwishes to
leave the University with a recognised qualification.

Class Hour. All 1000and2000 Level modulesretaught at a set hour, althouglditionaltutorial times and
practicaltimes mayneed to bearranged. If days othe week arenot specified,the class meetsvery day from
Monday to Friday.

Co-requisite. A module which must be taken in the same semester.

Credit. The number of “points” a specifinodule countgowards a recognisedegreeprogramme. Must based
alongside the “level” ohcademiccontent in the module. A student’s studiewards adegreewill be structured in
terms of moduleseach ofwhich is assigned a creditalue; so,for example,First or 1000Level modules in the
School of Art History are worth 20 credits.

Credit Loads. Normally a full-time student will takenodules worth 12@redits duringthe course of each year.
Full-time students shoulthke at least 8@reditsand under nacircumstances morthan 160credits. Part-time
students must take at least 20 credits per semester and no more than 80 credits each session.

Description. A brief statement of the content of a module.

Diploma of Higher Education. Available to astudent who hagained atleast 240credits, including at least
80 credits at 2000 Level, and wishes to leave the University with a recognised qualification.

Discontinuation (of Studies). Students whdnave beerthrough theLimitations processand have been

unsuccessful in appealing agaihéthitation will have their studies discontinuethis means their studies titis
University are at an end and they must leave (sometimes known as being 'sent down’").
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Entrance requirements. For students applying for admission degreecourses, therare general entrance
requirements. For Undergraduates, these are normally based on school-leaving qualifecatiomsnally require a
pass in English. Iraddition, specific coursesiay require qualifications in designatedsubjectareas;Admissions
Officers in Schoolsareresponsible for making sure thidiere isevidencethat applicantsare capable opursuing
their chosen degree programme.

European Credit Transfer System. All modules inthis Catalogueéhave an accreditation ithe ECTS
scheme. Since St Andrews operates on an annual load of 120 credits and ECTS oaedifs6@reditdransferred
to the other institution will be exactly half of the credits shown for each modulegratiefor eachmodulewill be
calculated according to established ECTS procedures and, therefore, it will not necessarily be the spate &sr a
a moduleawarded bythis University. A moredetailedexplanation of therocedureselating to ECTS students is
given as an Appendix to this Introduction.

Exit Points. All graduating students are admitted initially for either an Honours degre&eneral degred here
are however two othexxit points for students who for whatever reason do paiceed tothe Honours oKGeneral
degreebut wish toleavethe University with arecognisedqualification. Theyare the Certificate of Higher
Education and theDiploma of Higher Education.

Faculty. There are four faculties - Arts, DivinityWedicineand Science. ArtsandDivinity howeverare treated
as a single entity for administrative purposes althoDghnity degreeshave adiscreteset of regulations and
requirements. Sever&8ichools belong both to the Arémd ScienceFaculties,andmay offer both B.Sc.andM.A.
degrees, governed by the relevant Science or Arts degree regulations.

General Degree. General requirements are 360 credits ovpergod ofnormally three yearsandnot morethan

four (or part-time equivalent); 80redits arerequired at2000 level; 60are required at3000 level.Refer to the
appropriateFaculty regulations folists of subjectgecognised agualifying towardseither aB.Sc., B.Eng. or an
M.A. degree.

Grades. A student who passes a module will have gained drettits, reflecting the workload of the module, and
agrade, reflecting the quality of a student’s work. The grade is recorded a20tpeint reporting scale

Honours Degree. This degree is awarded to a student who over a period of normallydatsand nomore than
five years (or the equivalent period of part-time study) gains at least 480 credits. The course of studjefpedhis

in two parts; in the first, usually over a period of two but not more than three years (or the eqgperdenof part-
time study), the student gains 2dfedits, including passes in at least@8édits in2000 Level modules. On the
basis of performance in the 2000 Level modules, a student will be admitted to the petahaf study, consisting
of two years in aHonours Programme, leading to &Single or Joint olnterdisciplinarydegree The Honours
Programme normally involves the study of modules worth at leasti2tlts, of which at leas210 will be in
Honours modules (also referred to as 3000, 4000 or H level modules).

Some Honours Programmesgjuireall 240 credits to be ilHonours modules of the subject(s) of the Programme,
while others require a minimum of 210 credits in Honours modules in the subject(s) of the Programméatier the
case, a student, with the permission of Head of School, maytake 30 credits in First and/or Second Level
modules (‘dip down’) or 30 credits in dfonours module omodule(s)outwith the Programmédip across’). The
M.Chem., M.Eng., M.Math., M.Phys., M.Sci., B.Swvith Integrated Year AbroadM.A. (with IntegratedYear
Abroad),andB.D. degrees arexceptions to the 24@redit requiremenfor Honours Programmes. Thelevant
School entry should be consulted.

Honours Programme. The Honours Programme is that part of tlegreeprogramme to which the student is
admitted aftersatisfying the 100Gand 2000 levelprerequisites. It normally compris@900 Level modules and
above. The duration of the Honours Programme is 2 years cafeB.Eng., B.Sc, M.A.andM.Theol. degrees or

3 years in the case of B.Sc./M.A. with Integrated Year Abroad, M.Chem., M.Eng., M.Math., M.Phys. and M.Sci..

Levels. There are fivd_evels of modules; 1000, 2000, 3000, 4000 and 5000. Normally the right of entry to a
module is conditionalipon a pass in one or more modules taken at a lower level of sflidys, although the
teaching, learning anassessmentor a module may be self-contained, modules do not as ataridindependent

of each other.

Limitation (of Studies). Students whosperformance isunsatisfactoryandwho have insufficientcredits for

their particular stage of studyill be subject to Limitation. This is thprocess by which theiperformance is
reviewed bythe Faculty Business Committeend adecision is made about whether their studies should be
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discontinued. Studentsare notified that theyare ‘limited’, and have aprescribed period irwhich to appeal, -
explaining their poor performance and their intentions for rectifying previous problems. Students whcaappeabt
against Limitation will have their studies automaticallgcontinued

Major Degree Programme. The first named subject in a programme whimtiudesroughly two-thirdscredit
in one subjecandone-third in another islescribed as Major Degree elementand is presentedising theterm
‘with’ between the subjects. eg Biology with French (180 credits in Biology at 3000 aesaboveand 60 credits
in French = Biology Major degree programme).

Minor Degree Programme. Thesecond namedubject in a programme whidhcludesroughly two-thirds
credit in one subject and one-third in another is described as a Minor Degree a@erthimgresentedising theterm
‘with’ between the subjects. eg Biology with French (180 credits in Biology at 3000 aeseboveand 60 credits
in French = French Minor degree programme).

Module. Degree programmes are modular in structure. The key elements of a moauéziiréevel of study,

title, description of content,assessmentequirementsavailability (sessiorandsemester). Other elements
include class teaching hour, contgmbint, transferableskills, learning outcomes et&ach modulewill be a self-
contained unit of teaching, learning and assessment. For the majority of modules the teaching will take place in one
12-week teachingplock, usually broken by eeading week owacation,and in most caseswill be followed by an
examination. Others will be concentrated into a shorter period, and some will be taught over two semesters.

Prerequisites. Second semester modulesdthoseabove2000 Level mayhave prerequisites reflecting the
assumption that they build upon previduswledge gainedso, for example, theprerequisite forentry to Second

Level modules in French is a pass in eithebath of the FirstLevel modules. In thecase of certaimodules,

largely 1000 Level, prerequisites may be framed in terms of specified passes at Higher or A levdeadrbethe

School has the authority to waive a prerequisite. Where the prerequisite is not simply a pass in another module, but
includes a grade eg ‘11 or better the number refers to tH0O-point reporting scale

Programme Requirements. The combination of modules required in order to be awarded a qualification.

Programme Prerequisites. Sub-honourgequirements foentry to designatechonours courses. Mawclude
specific modules, grades for specific modules, credits from a range of designated modules.

Qualifications. Each type of qualification - eg M.A. or B.Sc. - geverned by a&et of Senate Regulations, and

is awardedunder aspecific Court Resolution. Only the tauglebursesrequire ageneric programme specification

published using the SCOTCATS credit framework. -

¢ The Faculty of Arts may award (undergraduate) M.A. General and Hodegrses. There ialso alLicentiate
of Integrated European Studies (seeend of Introduction), taken by European students Nfodern
Languages.

e The Faculty of Divinity mayaward (undergraduat€eneralandHonours M.TheolandB.D. Honoursdegrees,
and a Licentiate in Theology.

e The Faculty ofScience mayaward (undergraduat€eneraland Honours B.Sc.degrees, avery specificB.Sc.
General (Medicabcience); more intensivil.Chem., M.Eng., M Math., M.Sciand M.Phys. degrees; and
B.Eng. and M.Eng. degrees jointly with the University of Dundee.

ReassessmentThis gives details ofthe reassessmeptoceduregfor students who fail a module (10@6d2000
Level modules only).

Semester. The Semester or Semesters in which the modulauight, where ‘either’ means that thenodule is
taught in both semesters, beiofferedtwice, and ‘whole year’ means that it is tauglinceonly, throughout the
two semesters.

Teaching. This will be anindication of the weekly teaching provision feachstudent. The normakeaching
period will be of one hour unless indicated otherwise. Where the pattern of teaching varieseéomoweek, the
averageweekly load is given. A tutorial is a discussion class of typically tenfewer students; a seminar is
typically a larger group, but will also involve student contributions and discussion.
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Appendices
THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY COURSE CREDIT TRANSFER SYSTEM (ECTS)

In addition to SCOTCATS, the University of St Andrews subscribes to the ECTS on an institution-wide base. This
system consists of two mechanisms and festruments as follows:-

A. Mechanisms

1. Credits. UnderECTS, the weight oindividual moduleswithin courses isexpressed inerms of a 60-point

annual credit scale (20 per term or 30 per semester). ECTS, therefore, works on a credit scale which ishalfecisely

of the SCOTCAT and the internal University of Shdrews creditscales which give 126redits to eactacademic

session, eg, a module weighted at 30A8trews orSCOTCAT credits is weighted at 1BCTS credits. The two

sets of scalearethus easilytranslatedrom one to the other. Both sets @éditscales basereditallocation on

relative student workload. Moreover, under both systems no credits are awarded for modules in which students do not
pass theassessmeniThe 60credits onthe ECTSscale represerihe minimum annual accumulation afredits to
represent a satisfactory workload. Students maggitain circumstances, accumulate moreditsbut will not be

allowed to attempt to gain more than 75 ECTS credits in any one academic session.

2. Grades. ECTS uses afinterface’ gradescale texpress student achievement, distinguishireg only those

who pass from those who fail the assessment but also, for those who pass, the relative excellence of the pass. This
interfacegradescale is designed i@lp Europearuniversitiesunderstand eachbther’s veryvaried gradescales. The

ECTS gradescale, therefore, reports three things. First, it gives a letter-grade on a scale fronwheie B is the

best and F the worst grade. Secondly, it gives a verbal description of the level of excellence of performatige.

and in order todiminish possiblemisunderstanding betweenstitutions because of differentonceptions of the

numbers normally attaining the various levels of relagxeellencethose levelsare tied to specific percentile

groupsof those students who pass the individual modules. The ECTS gradescales, as described, are set out at the end
of this Appendix.

B. Instruments

1. The Application Form. The ECTS pilotscheme ha#fs own specific ApplicationForm. Each European
student coming to St Andrews will be asked to pre-select the modules which he/she wishes to take oheceming
This process will be formalised through Pre-advising.

2. The Learning Agreement. At the beginning of his/hgperiod of study at a host university, tHeCTS
studentconcludes dearning agreementwith that host. Thigecordsall the modules which the studewill
actually take duringhe studyperiod there. Wherethe student comes from a home university to whiefshe
intends to return, theearning agreement,once signed by both the student andA8trews, issent to the home
university for acounter-signature indicatinthe home university’s approval of the study programme. It is then
returned to St Andrews and a copy given to the student.

3. The Transcript of Record. ECTS has, in addition to St Andrews’ own transcript, a stantdangcript of

record which records every module taken in St Andrews by the visiting student, with its course-code, the length of
period ofstudy for that module, the number @kdits gained bythe student who hagassedthe module,and a
separateggradeconversion sheet showing tleguivalentECTS grade. The total number ofredits isgiven at the

bottom of thedocumentwhich is signedand sealed by SAndrews. It is onthe basis of this instrument that a
student will be able to transfer credits gained in St Andrews back to his/her home univegiadt@tingpurposes.
Alternatively, the student may take the ‘negotiable’ credits record on the transcript to an diftelgt university
andattempt to turn them intthegotiated’ creditthat is, to have them acceptedfor graduatingpurposes by that
university. Another university will make its judgment on the basis of its overall estimation of the qualitglies

in St Andrews and on taking into consideration questions of programme equivalence.

4. The Information Package. In order to offer fully transparent information on a university integrai6g S

into its mechanisms, it is necessary for that institutioprozluce arECTS information package giving full
information about the institution both eneraltermsand inrespect ofits teaching programme#s methods of
teaching, learningnd assessmerdandits academicsupport systems. The stybnd content of these information
packages was developed through the years of the ECTS pilot scheme from 1989. This Course Catalogue, along with
the equivalent Postgraduate Course Catalogue, constitutes St Andrews’ institution-wide ECTS infqracitgs.

Parts of it have been translated into, and are available in, other EU languages.
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The ECTS Grading Scale

ECTS Grade Percentage of Definition
successful students
normally achieving
the grade
A 10 EXCELLENT - outstandig performancewith only
minor errors
B 25 VERY GOOD - abovehe averge standardut with
some errors
C 30 GOOD - generaly sound workwith a number o
notable errors
D 25 SATISFACTORY - fair but with sgnificant
shortcomings
E 10 SUFFICIENT - performance meets theminimum
criteria
X - FAIL - some more work iguired before credit can be
awarded
F - FAIL - considerable further work is required

LICENTIATE OF INTEGRATED EUROPEAN STUDIES

The Licentiate is a certificate offered by theUniversity of St Andrews to recognize the work
students have done in a form that goes beyond simple transcript of courses taken. It is not
equivalent to a graduating programme.

1. Eligibility. Any student spending a year in St Andrews under a European Union scheme, netistésed for
a graduating degree in their home country.

2. Pathway A programme approved by the Adviser totalling X26dits, including ET1001/ET1002 (unless the
student has an equivalent or superior qualification) and a further 80 credits from 1000-5000 level modules.

French: For third-level students of letti@®dernesandlanguesétrangeresrom French universities the normal
pathway is 120 credits in a programme approved by the Adviser.

The normal pathway for fourth level students from French universities is 120 credits, including ET1001 (unless
the student has an equivalent or superior qualification, in which ser he oshe may také-R5001 within

the normal total of 120 credits) and a further 100 credits of which not more thenredi&may be at Honours

level. Modules must include FR5099 (unless students are not preparing dissertations for their home universities)
and others drawfrom ET1002, FR5002, FR5003, FR5005, FR5006, FR5007, FR5023, FR5099, ML5001,
ML5002, ML5005, ML5006, ML5007, ML5008, ML5012, ML5013, ML5014, ML5018, ML50a8d any

other available Postgraduate or Honours modules.

3. Standard of attainment. To receivethe Licentiate studentgquire toachieve aminimum overall grade
average of 11 othe University reporting scale, subject to their programme including 3000-5000nedeiles
totalling at least 60 credits.

4. Examining Board. The appropriat&xamining Boardfor individual candidatewill be determined by the
School responsible for thexchange agreementderwhich the student has come to Bhdrews, subject to
confirmation by the Dean.

5. Credit Transfer for M.Litt. Students whohave satisfactorilycompleted a Licentiate programme
incorporating appropriaté000 Level modulesay, on therecommendation ofthe Head of School and with the
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approval of the Dean, elenbt to acceptthe award ofthe Licentiatebut to transferthe credits obtained on the
Licentiate programme in order to enter the second year of the part-time M.Litt. programme with advanced standing.
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