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School  of  Philosophical & Anthropological Studies

Head of School Dr P J Clark

Degree Programmes
Conversion Diploma: Philosophy

Social Anthropology

Graduate Diploma: Philosophy

M.Litt.: Philosophy

M.Res.: Social Anthropology
Social Anthropology (including Amerindian Studies)
Philosophy and Social Anthropology

M.Phil.: Philosophy
Philosophy and Social Anthropology
Social Anthropology
Social Anthropology and Amerindian Studies

Programme Requirements
The St Andrews - Stirling Joint Graduate Programme in Philosophy

The Departments of Logic & Metaphysics and Moral Philosophy, in collaboration with the Department of
Philosophy at the University of Stirling, offer the following postgraduate taught one-year programme in
Philosophy. It is designed as a research training and preparation year for doctoral studies but may be followed as a
self-standing course.  The course leads to the following:-

Graduate Diploma: PY5101, PY5102 and PY5103 together with a further 60 credits from PY5201 - PY5502,
ML5201, ML5202 including at least one of PY5201 - PY5205.

M.Litt: 120 credits as for the Graduate Diploma plus PY5099

M.Phil: 120 credits as for the Graduate Diploma plus  a thesis of not more than 40,000 words.

Philosophy and Social Anthropology

M.Res.: PY5101 and PY5102 and a further 80 credits from SA5010 and SA5011 or PY5103 - PY5502

with previous Social Anthropology qualification - must include PY5101, PY5102, PY5103
and a further 20 credits from PY5201 - PY5502

or

with previous Philosophy qualification - must include PY5101 and PY5102 and both SA5010
and SA5011 or other SA5000 modules as available.

M.Phil.: 120 credits as for M.Res plus a thesis of not more than 40,000 words

Social Anthropology

Conversion Diploma:SA5001, SA5002 and SA5003

M.Res.: SS5101 - SS5104, SA5010, SA5011, SA5099

M.Phil.: As for M.Res. plus a thesis of not more than 40,000 words (in place of SA5099).
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Social Anthropology and Amerindian Studies

M.Res.: SA5010 and/or SA5011, SA5099 and a further 40/80 credits from SA5201, SA5202, SA5203
or other SA5000 modules as available.

M. Phil.: 120 credits as for the M.Res. plus a thesis of not more than 40,000 words

Students whose first degree is not in philosophy may prepare themselves for graduate work i n
philosophy by taking the:

Conversion Diploma in Philosophy

120 credits, including 60 credits from PY3001 - PY3999; other credits should normally be obtained from sub-
honours modules in Philosophy (PY1001 – PY2102). All modules must be chosen by agreement with the convener
of the graduate programme, who may permit occasional choice of modules from cognate areas of study.

Modules
A set of formal generic research training modules are in preparation for the Social Sciences
(Economics, Management, International Relations, Psychology, Geography and Socia l
Anthropology) and details will be available at the beginning of session 2004/5.

PY5099 Dissertation for M.Litt. Programme/s

Credits: 60.0 

Prerequisite: An average grade of at least 14 in course work.

Programme(s): Compulsory module for Philosophy, or Philosophy & Social Anthropology M.Litt.
Postgraduate Programmes

Description: Student dissertations will be supervised by members of the teaching staff who will advise on
the choice of subject and provide guidance throughout the research process.  The completed dissertation of not more
than 15,000 words must be submitted by the end of August.

Class Hour: At times to be arranged with the supervisor

Teaching: Individual Supervision

Assessment: Dissertation = 100%

PY5101 Current Issues in Philosophy 1

Credits: 20.0 Semester: 1  

Programme(s): Compulsory module for Philosophy, Philosophy & Social Anthropology Postgraduate Taught
Programmes.

Description: This module, together with PY5102 in semester 2, covers recent work in four central areas of
philosophy, each of them in a section of 11 hours. The four areas are Epistemology, Ethics, Philosophy of
Language and Philosophy of Mind. Two of these will be covered in PY5101, the other two will be covered in
PY5102. The Epistemology section will include topics from among the following: justification; causal, tracking
and reliability conditions for knowledge; the a priori; virtue epistemology; contextualism; internalism and
externalism, the status of epistemology itself. The Ethics section will include topics from among the following:
consequentialism, deontology, moral pluralism; double effect and/or the distinction between acts and omissions; the
nature of moral justification, critiques and defences of impartial moral theory, questions in meta-ethics. The
Philosophy of Language section will include topics from among the following: how words come to have content,
the relation between use, meaning and saying, the relation between meaning, truth, and reference. The Philosophy of
Mind section will include topics from among the following: the relation between the mental and the physical;
mental causation; rationalizing explanation; the normative dimension of mentality, personhood.

Class Hour: To be arranged.

Teaching:  22 hours.

Assessment: Continuous Assessment = 50%, 2 Hour Examination = 50%
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PY5102 Current Issues in Philosophy 2

Credits: 20.0 Semester: 2

Programme(s): Compulsory module for Philosophy, Philosophy & Social Anthropology Postgraduate Taught
Programmes.

Description: This module continues the critical survey of recent work in philosophy begun in PY5101. Of
the four areas specified under PY5101, this module will cover, in sections of 11 hours each, whichever two have not
been covered by PY5101.

Class Hour: To be arranged.

Teaching: 22 hours over semester.

Assessment: Continuous Assessment = 50%, 2 Hour Examination = 50%

PY5103 Research Methods

Credits: 20.0 Semester: 1

Programme(s): Compulsory module for M.Litt. Philosophy Postgraduate Taught Programme

Description: This is an introduction to the methods and practice of research in philosophy. It will be run as
a book seminar, with students presenting and discussing chapters or sections of a major work chosen to be accessible
and challenging for MLitt students whatever their individual interests in philosophy. The module will provide the
experience of philosophising together: vital for philosophical development but liable to take second place in standard
taught modules; it will also leave students better prepared to undertake larger and more autonomous research projects,
beginning with the 15,000 word M.Litt. dissertation.

Class Hour: To be arranged.

Teaching: 22 hours.

Assessment: Continuous Assessment = 50%, 2 Hour Examination = 50%

PY5201 Classical Philosophy

Credits: 20.0 Semester: 1 or 2

Programme(s): Optional module for Philosophy, Philosophy & Social Anthropology Postgraduate Taught
Programmes.

Description: The module will address topics in ancient metaphysics and ethics concentrating on selected
readings from the works of Plato or Aristotle.

Class Hour: To be arranged.

Teaching: 22 hours.

Assessment: Continuous Assessment = 50%, 2 Hour Examination = 50%

PY5202 Philosophers of the Scottish Enlightenment

Credits: 20.0 Semester: 1 or 2

Programme(s): Optional module for Philosophy, Philosophy & Social Anthropology Postgraduate Taught
Programmes.

Description:  This module will focus on selections from the works of (among others) Francis Hutcheson,
David Hume, Adam Smith, and Thomas Reid, and will address issues in metaphysics and epistemology, the
philosophy of religion, moral philosophy, and political philosophy.

Class Hour: To be arranged.

Teaching: 22 hours

Assessment: Continuous Assessment = 50%, 2 Hour Examination = 50%



Philosophical & Anthropological Studies – 5000 Level Modules 2005 – Aug 2005

Page 18.4

PY5203 Kant

Credits: 20.0 Semester: 1 or 2

Programme(s): Optional module for Philosophy, Philosophy & Social Anthropology Postgraduate Taught
Programmes.

Description: This module will focus primarily on Kant’s epistemology and metaphysics; it may include
consideration of themes in Kant’s ethics, aesthetics or political philosophy. The primary text is Critique of Pure
Reason (Kemp Smith’s translation is recommended).

Class Hour: To be arranged.

Teaching: 22 hours over semester.

Assessment: Continuous Assessment = 50%, 2 Hour Examination = 50%

PY5204 Moral and Political Philosophy in the Nineteenth Century

Credits: 20.0 Semester: 1 or 2

Programme(s): Optional module for Philosophy, Philosophy & Social Anthropology Postgraduate Taught
Programmes.

Description: This module will study some of the more influential ethical and politcal ideas of the 19th

century, placing them in their historical and philosophical context while also considering their relevance to
philosophy today. The module is organised around works by Hegel, Mill and Nietzsche.

Class Hour: To be arranged.

Teaching: 22 hours.

Assessment: Continuous Assessment = 50%, 2 Hour Examination = 50%

PY5205 Origins and History of Analytic Philosophy

Credits: 20.0 Semester: 1 or 2

Programme(s): Optional module for Philosophy, Philosophy & Social Anthropology Postgraduate Taught
Programmes.

Description: The object of this module is to provide a sound understanding of some important turning
points in the development of the ‘analytic’ strand in 20th century philosophy, and of some of its 19th century roots.
The course has two main themes.  The first deals with philosopher-mathematicians such as Poincaré and Hilbert
who influenced the analytic tradition’s epistemology and philosophy of logic. The second deals with developments
in logic and its philosophy stemming from the work of Frege and Russell’s and Wittgenstein’s early work in
Cambridge.

Class Hour: To be arranged.

Teaching: 22 hours

Assessment: Continuous Assessment = 50%, 2 Hour Examination = 50%

PY5301 Advanced Logic A:  Lattices & Logic

Credits: 20.0 Semester: 1 or 2

Programme(s): Optional module for Philosophy, Philosophy & Social Anthropology Postgraduate Taught
Programmes.

Description: The aim of this module is to explain and develop lattice theory – a mathematical and algebraic
approach to logic. Topics will include partially ordered sets and lattices, Boolean and Heyting algebras, applications
to various local systems, and the Stone Representation Theorem.

Class Hour: To be arranged.

Teaching: 22 hours

Assessment: Continuous Assessment = 50%, 2 Hour Examination = 50%
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PY5302 Advanced Logic B: Classical Metatheory

Credits: 20.0 Semester: 1 or 2

Programme(s): Optional module for Philosophy, Philosophy & Social Anthropology Postgraduate Taught
Programmes.

Description: This module gives a basic grounding in the techniques of metatheory in logic, concentrating on
the Henkin method for establishing the completeness of a logical system. Some associated topics, such as semantics
for modal predicate logic, will be discussed.

Class Hour: To be arranged.

Teaching: 22 hours.

Assessment: Continuous Assessment = 50%, 2 Hour Examination = 50%

PY5306 Philosophy of Mathematics 1

Credits 20.0 Semester: 1 or 2

Programme(s): Optional module for Philosophy, Philosophy & Social Anthropology Postgraduate Taught
Programmes.

Description: Two famous problems in the philosophy of mathematics are as follows. Firstly, if
mathematical objects are abstract, and if it is impossible for us to interact with them, how can we possibly know
anything about them? Secondly, if nothing in the practice of mathematicians singles out a particular series of
mathematical objects as the referents of number-terms, how can the sentences of arithmetic be meaningful? The
module will focus on systematic efforts to address these two problems.

Class Hour To be arranged.

Teaching: 22 hours.

Assessment: Continuous Assessment = 50%, 2 Hour Examination = 50%

PY5308 Philosophy of Perception

Credits: 20.0 Semester: 1 or 2

Programme(s): Optional module for Philosophy, Philosophy & Social Anthropology Postgraduate Taught
Programmes.

Description: This module will be a study of perception as a topic in the philosophy of mind and in the
theory of knowledge. As well as considering the nature of perception and of perceptual experience, it will explore
how perception can yield knowledge. Specific topics covered will include sense-datum theory, causal theories of
perception, disjunctive theories of perceptual experience, and recent thinking on the phenomenal character and
content of perceptual experience.

Class Hour: To be arranged.

Teaching: 22 hours

Assessment: Continuous Assessment = 50%, 2 Hour Examination = 50%

PY5310 Philosophy of Mind

Credits: 20.0 Semester: 1 or 2

Programme(s): Optional module for Philosophy, Philosophy & Social Anthropology Postgraduate Taught
Programmes.

Description: The module will look at the philosophical dimensions of a number of debates that occur at the
intersection between philosophy, scientific psychology and cognitive science. Particular attention will be paid to
relating these debates to more traditional problems in metaphysics, epistemology and philosophy of mind.

Class Hour: To be arranged.

Teaching: 22 hours

Assessment: Continuous Assessment = 50%, 2 Hour Examination = 50%



Philosophical & Anthropological Studies – 5000 Level Modules 2005 – Aug 2005

Page 18.6

PY5312 Aesthetics

Credits: 20.0 Semester: 1 or 2

Programme(s): Optional module for Philosophy, Philosophy & Social Anthropology Postgraduate Taught
Programmes.

Description: This module will consider a number of philosophical questions that arise from reflection on the
creation, understanding and evaluation of works of art. Topics to be covered may include the nature of art and the
aesthetic, the logic of aesthetic judgement, aesthetic value, interpretation and appreciation.

Class Hour: To be arranged.

Teaching: 22 hours.

Assessment: Continuous Assessment = 50%, 2 Hour Examination = 50%

PY5315 Legal Philosophy

Credits: 20.0 Semester: 1 or 2

Programme(s): Optional module for Philosophy, Philosophy & Social Anthropology Postgraduate Taught
Programmes.

Description: This module will introduce central elements in the philosophy of law by focusing on three sets
of issues concerning criminal law. (1) The purpose and scope of the criminal law (2) The principles of criminal
liability); (3) punishment and sentencing. Discussion of such questions will also show the ways in which
philosophy of law overlaps with political and moral philosophy, and with the philosophy of action.

Class Hour: To be arranged.

Teaching: 22 hours.

Assessment: Continuous Assessment = 50%, 2 Hour Examination = 50%

PY5318 Political Philosophy

Credits: 20.0 Semester: 1 or 2

Programme(s): Optional module for Philosophy, Philosophy & Social Anthropology Postgraduate Taught
Programmes.

Description: This module will focus on liberalism and its critics. We will examine liberalism’s central
features and explore the variety of liberal theories (from minimal-state ‘classical liberalism’ to ‘welfare capitalism’).
Criticisms of liberalism take many forms, and initially we shall investigate the contemporary communitarian
critique of liberalism. If time permits we may also look at some feminist theories which are critical of both
liberalism and communitarianism.

Class Hour: To be arranged.

Teaching: 22 hours over semester.

Assessment: Continuous Assessment = 50%, 2 Hour Examination = 50%

PY5319 Topics in Recent Moral Theory

Credits: 20.0 Semester: 1 or 2

Programme(s): Optional module for Philosophy, Philosophy & Social Anthropology Postgraduate Taught
Programmes.

Description: This module aims to provide in-depth critical discussion of selected work in ethics from the
last five years or so.  Topics will be chosen in consultation with students. The module may range into meta-ethics
as well as normative moral theory and will take the form of seminars with detailed discussion of a selected book or
series of papers.

Class Hour: To be arranged.

Teaching: 22 hours

Assessment: Continuous Assessment = 50%, 2 Hour Examination = 50%
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PY5321 Wittgenstein

Credits: 20.0 Semester: 1 or 2

Programme(s): Optional module for Philosophy, Philosophy & Social Anthropology Postgraduate Taught
Programmes.

Description: This module is designed as an introduction to the major themes in Wittgenstein for those who
have not previously taken a specialised course on his philosophy. The focus may be on Wittgenstein’s early and
middle period, (the Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus and middle-period developments) or on his later philosophy of
language and mind, with special attention to the first 400 sections of the Philosophical Investigations. Every effort
will be made to balance exegesis of the text with a concern with the problems in their own right and with the
contribution to them of some of the better Wittgenstein commentary and of other more recent authors.

Class Hour: To be arranged.

Teaching: 22 hours

Assessment: Continuous Assessment = 50%, 2 Hour Examination = 50%

PY5325 Texts in Contemporary Metaphysics

Credits: 20.0 Semester: 1 or 2

Programme(s): Optional module for Philosophy, Philosophy & Social Anthropology Postgraduate Taught
Programmes.

Description: This module will consist of a close reading of a selected contemporary text in metaphysics.

Class Hour: To be arranged.

Teaching: Two hour seminar.

Assessment: Continuous Assessment = 50%, 2 Hour Examination = 50%

PY5503 Philosophy of Physical Science  

Credits: 20.0 Semester: 1 or 2

Programme(s): Optional module for Philosophy, Philosophy & Social Anthropology Postgraduate Taught
Programmes.

Description: This module aims to develop understanding of the elements of modern philosophy of physics,
covering (1) probability and statistics in physics, (2) philosophy of quantum mechanics, (3) the measurement
problem and philosophy of relativity.

Class Hour: To be arranged.

Teaching: 22 hours

Assessment: Continuous Assessment = 50%, 2 Hour Examination = 50%

SA5001 Theory and Method in Social Anthropology

Credits: 40.0 Semester: Whole Year

Programme(s): Compulsory module for the Conversion Diploma Taught Programme in Social
Anthropology.

Optional module for the M.Res. Taught Programmes in Philosophy & Social
Anthropology, Social Anthropology (including Amerindian Studies), Social Anthropology.

Description: The module will cover classical social theory and key concepts in social thought.  It will
review the basic assumptions and methodological implications of a variety of theoretical perspectives (ranging from
structural-functionalism to postmodernism), and will examine in detail the logic of different modes of explanation.
The paradigmatic positions of key social thinkers will also be considered.

Class Hour: To be arranged.

Teaching: Two Hours (seminar, lectures, or tutorials).

Assessment: 3 Hour Examination  = 100%
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SA5002 Current Issues in Social Anthropology

Credits: 40.0 Semester: Whole Year

Programme(s): Compulsory module for the Conversion Diploma Taught Programme in Social
Anthropology.

Optional module for the M.Res. Taught Programmes in Philosophy & Social
Anthropology, Social Anthropology (including Amerindian Studies), Social Anthropology.

Description: The module focuses on recent developments within the discipline, and aims to challenge the
student’s existing presumptions and preoccupations. It will cover both theoretical and substantive issues.

Class Hour: To be arranged.

Teaching: Two Hours (seminar, lectures or tutorials).

Assessment: 3 Hour Examination = 100%

SA5003 Social Organisation and Culture

Credits: 40.0 Semester: Whole Year

Programme(s): Compulsory module for the Conversion Diploma Taught Programme in Social
Anthropology.

Optional module for the M.Res. Taught Programme in Philosophy & Social Anthropology,
Social Anthropology (including Amerindian Studies), Social Anthropology.

Description: The module discusses the description of human society and culture, focusing on both
theoretical and empirical issues by reference to selected ethnographic material. It will consider such matters as
relativism, deconstructionism and the modelling of social forms and, at a more specific level, the main concepts for
describing the institutional features of the full variety of human societies.

Class Hour: To be arranged.

Teaching: Two Hours (seminar, lectures or tutorials).

Assessment: 3 Hour Examination = 100%

SA5010 Research Methods in Social Anthropology

Credits: 40.0 Semester: 1

Co-requisites: SA5011, SA5099

Programme(s): M.Res. Postgraduate Taught Programmes in Social Anthropology, Social Anthropology
(including  Amerindian Studies), Philosophy and Social Anthropology.

M.Phil. Postgraduate Taught Programmes in Social Anthropology and Social Anthropology
(including Amerindian Studies).  

Description: This module aims to do three things i) introduce students to the philosophies of social-
scientific research as particular practices; ii) introduce students to the range of research methodologies which pertain
particularly to social and cultural anthropology; iii) lay the foundations for students progressing to higher research
degrees, in particular the Ph.D.

Class Hour: To be arranged.

Teaching: One lecture, one seminar.

Assessment: Continuous Assessment = 100%
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SA5011 The Anthropology of Connections: Interdisciplinarity as Methodology

Credits: 40.0 Semester: 2

Co-requisites: SA5010, SA5099

Programme(s): M.Res. Postgraduate Taught Programmes in Social Anthropology, Social Anthropology
(including  Amerindian Studies), Philosophy and social Anthropology.

M.Phil. Postgraduate Taught Programmes in Social Anthropology and Social Anthropology
(including Amerindian Studies).

Description: This module builds on SA5010 by examining the relevance of other disciplines for Social
Anthropology. Through lectures and seminars, students are shown how Anthropology can be extended and
illuminated by working with methodologies and concepts drawn from History, Social Science, Philosophy,
Language and the Arts. It shows how anthropologists must invoke other specialist disciplines during their work. It
invites students to think of societies and anthropological theories as informed by internal and external constraints,
dialogues and reinterpretations, which unfold in time. It will show the role of anthropology in articulating different
disciplines.

Class Hour: To be arranged.

Teaching: One lecture, one seminar.

Assessment: Continuous Assessment = 100%

SA5099 Dissertation

Credits: 60.0 

Prerequisite: for M.Res. Social Anthropology – SA5010, SA5011 to an average grade of 12

Programme(s): M.Res. Postgraduate Taught Programmes in Social Anthropology, or Social Anthropology
(including Amerindian Studies), Philosophy and Social Anthropology.   

M.Phil. Postgraduate Taught Programmes in Social Anthropology and Social Anthropology
(including Amerindian Studies).

Description: Student dissertations will be supervised by members of the teaching staff who will advise on
the choice of subject and provide guidance throughout the research process. The completed dissertation of not more
than 15,000 words must be submitted by the end of August.

Class Hour: At times to be arranged with the supervisor

Teaching: Individual Supervision

Assessment: Dissertation = 100%

SA5201 Amerindian Language and Literature

Credits: 40.0 Semester: Whole Year

Programme(s): Optional module for Social Anthropology & Amerindian Studies Postgraduate Taught
Programme.

Description: The module aims to provide an ab initio training in the rudiments of an Amerindian language
(in recent years a Southern Peruvian or Bolivian dialect of Quechua have been offered) and its cultural background.  

Class Hour: To be arranged.

Teaching: Two Hours.

Assessment: Continuous Assessment = 100%
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SA5202 Amerindian History and Ethnography

Credits: 40.0 Semester: Whole Year

Programme(s): Optional module for Social Anthropology & Amerindian Studies Postgraduate Taught
Programme.

Description: The module aims to provide the student with a knowledge of the methods of ethnos and/or
ethnographic research history, as well as selected Amerindian societies.

Class Hour: To be arranged.

Teaching: Two Hours.

Assessment: Continuous Assessment = 100%

SA5203 Special Subject (Amerindian Studies)

Credits: 40.0 Semester: Whole Year

Programme(s): Optional module for Social Anthropology & Amerindian Studies Postgraduate Taught
Programme.

Description: The components of this module will be selected according to students’ individual interests and
backgrounds and will encourage interdisciplinary research.  

Class Hour: To be arranged.

Teaching: Two Hours.

Assessment: Continuous Assessment = 100%%

SS5101 Being a Social Scientist: Skills, Processes and Outcomes

Credits: 15.0 Semester: 1

Programme(s): Compulsory module for the MRes in Social Anthropology programme

Description: This module focuses on developing students’ specific research thinking and writing skills in a
practically based way.  Thus, the module will address the nature of being a research social scientist including
exploring some of the ethical issues involved.  The module will also consider selecting suitable research questions
and framing these as appropriate for Masters and PhD dissertations.

Class Hour: To be arranged

Teaching: 3 hour lecture, fortnightly

Assessment: Continuous Assessment = 100%

SS5102 Philosophy and Methodology of the Social Sciences

Credits: 15.0 Semester: 2

Programme(s): Compulsory module for MRes in Social Anthropology

Description: Beginning with a discussion of the evolution of the social sciences, this module addresses
central philosophical questions of social science including discussion of epistemological and methodological aspects
of positivism and interpretivism.

Class Hour; To be arranged.

Teaching: Details to follow.

Assessment: Continuous Assessment = 100%
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SS5103 Qualitative methods in Social Research

Credits: 15.0 Semester: 2

Programme(s) Compulsory module for MRes in Social Anthropology

Descripttion: This module offers both a theoretical and practical introduction to qualitative research.  The
diversity of the approaches to qualitative research will be addressed but the focus of the module is primarily practical
necessitating the active participation of students.

Class Hour: To be arranged

Teaching: 2 hour, weekly

Assessment: Continuous Assessment = 100%

SS5104 Quantitative Research in Social Science

Credits: 15.0 Semester: 1

Programme(s) Compulsory module for MRes in Social Anthropology

Description: This module will cover basic concepts and approaches to quantitative research in the social
sciences in order to provide students with the basic quantitative tools for collecting, organising and analysing data.

Class Hour: To be arranged

Teaching: Details to follow

Assessment: Continuous Assessment = 100%
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